Evaluation report

This report is the result of the evaluation by the experts committee, the composition of which is specified below.

The assessments contained herein are the expression of an independent and collegial deliberation of the committee. 

Unit name:

 Introduction History and geographical location of the unit

The research team is derived from a large team of a former inserm-associated unit that was evaluated in 2010. The research team in its present form has significantly reduced its manpower in order to make it fit with the scientific objectives. The laboratory now totally focusses on endocrine tumors that overexpress G protein-coupled receptors. The laboratory sits in an university building situated within the "Hôpital Rangueil", in Toulouse. 2  Overall assessment of the unit

Management team

Global assessment of the unit

The team is composed of a laboratory director who heads a team of 2 permanent position persons, one research-associate, and one engineer. One additional contract scientist belongs to the group and PhD as well as Master students are present.

The team has reduced its number of scientists in order to focus on a single research axis: endocrine tumors, in which the group studies the presence of overexpressed G protein-coupled receptors that can be used in targeted therapies towards cancer cells.

The laboratory has published a significant number of high impact publications in its field of expertise and has had the opportunity to write review articles, present the work in international meetings as well as in social and economical instances.

Strengths and opportunities in relation to the context

Focusing of the research themes has allowed the group to gain impact in the community. The laboratory is now well recognized nationally and internationally for its skills and expertise.

Weaknesses and threats related to the context

The team is under the responsibility of only one research institution, the University Toulouse 3 Paul Sabatier, whose means to support research are limited. This may hamper future project developments and research successes, especially in the field of targeting tumor cells with magnetic particles, a highly competitive topic.

Recommendations

Partnership(s) with groups with pharmaceutics/nanomedicine expertise to strengthen the translational program outlined in the application.

Merging with already established larger research centers/institutes to guarantee broad accessibility to required advanced equipment, to increase visibility and to support the preclinical translational research (in vivo evaluation).
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