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This report is the sole result of the unit's evaluation by the expert committee, the composition of which is specified below. The assessments contained herein are the expression of an independent and collegial reviewing by the committee. 

UNIT PRESENTATION

INTRODUCTION HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNIT

The future laboratory results from the merging of two well-established laboratories from University René Descartes: the "Laboratoire de Cristallographie et RMN Biologiques" (LCRB) and the "Chimie Organique, Médicinale et Extractive et Toxicologie Expérimentale" unit (COMETE) both associated with the CNRS, INSB and INC, respectively. These laboratories are located on the premises of the Faculty of Pharmacy, "rue de l'Observatoire", in part in renovated areas but mostly in premises that would require renovation.

MANAGEMENT TEAM

The unit will be directed by Mr Nicolas LEULLIOT (Paris Descartes), with Ms Isabelle BROUTIN and Mr Philippe BELMONT as deputy directors.

HCERES NOMENCLATURE

SVE2-1; ST4-1; ST4-3; ST4-4.

SCIENTIFIC DOMAIN

The old laboratories and the new unit have expertise in, and will focus on, integral aspects of the drug discovery process, including chemistry (natural products, synthetic and medicinal chemistry, analytical chemistry including metabolomics), computational approaches (molecular modelling), biology (biochemistry, structural biology), pharmacology (mechanisms of (inter)action, pharmacokinetics), drug delivery (biopharmaceutics, formulation), and toxicology. 

UNIT WORKFORCE

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT

The proposed unit aims to become a high-performing research department covering most of the drug discovery pipeline. The integration process may be the first step in a further restructuring of the Paris Descartes Faculty of Pharmacy's research into two more research departments. If successful, it will surely improve the visibility of the research performed in this section of the School of Pharmacy and may help in attracting young talent from elsewhere as well as additional funding, from both public and private partners. The seven teams involved in the project are complementary, constitute a good mix of fundamental and applied science, and are well positioned to develop strongly supportive technology platforms and core facilities for researchers inand outside of the unit. On the average, they all have a very good scientific production, with some items of excellence. All PIs have national visibility and a few of them are internationally known. They are able to collect money from national agencies and charities and their training of students is very good. Our discussions with the PIs of the new research department were informative and inspiring, providing credit to a true desire of turning the new unit into a success. At this early stage there are no joint research outcomes yet; therefore, the committee can only conclude that the department's ambition and objectives are well defined and provide a clear path forward for the 2019-2023 term. In view of the anticipated development of additional core facilities, the infrastructure of the new unit needs further attention.
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