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UNIT PRESENTATION

MANAGEMENT TEAM

The department is headed by Ms Monique LAFON with Mr Francis DELPEYROUX as deputy-head.

HCERES NOMENCLATURE SVE3_2 Virologie.

SCIENTIFIC DOMAIN

The research teams work on viruses that are a present and continuing threat to human health and wellbeing, including, HIV, HTLV, influenza, rabies, HBV, HCV, Zika, arboviruses and viral hemorrhagic viruses, such as Ebola, Lassa fever and yellow fever viruses. 

UNIT WORKFORCE

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT

The department of Virology of the Institute Pasteur is one of the largest Virology Departments in the world. It is a member of the Global Virus Network and has a world-wide reputation for the excellence of its research. In general, within the department there is an excellent balance between fundamental, applied, and public health programmes. Research topics range from structural studies on virus glycoproteins and antibody-mediated virus neutralization to virus-host cell interactions, including the interaction of arboviruses with mammalian and insect cells, virus evolution, innate mammalian and insect immunity, adaptive immunity and vaccine design. Personnel from a number of the research teams were heavily involved in containing and monitoring the Ebola, Chikungunya and Zika virus outbreaks, and a number of research teams house national reference centres, World Health Organization (WHO) collaborative centres for influenza, viral hemorrhagic fevers, hantaviruses, enteroviruses, arboviruses, and a World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) reference laboratory for Rift and Crimea Congo virus. Overall the department has a very impressive publication record and has been able to attract significant national and international funding. The department plays an important role in training the next generation of virologists. It plans to use advanced structural, molecular and biochemical techniques to dissect the molecular pathogenesis of virus infections, to apply the knowledge gained from such studies to improve human health and well-being by developing novel vaccines and therapies, and to further understand the factors that influence the emergence and re-emergence of virus disease and the epidemiology of virus infections.

INTRODUCTION

  HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE UNITThe department of Virology is one of 11 research departments of the Institute Pasteur (Paris). There are 16 research teams, which are located on the Paris campus, apart from one which has moved to the Gerland Pole, Lyon, to be close to BSL4 containment facilities.
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