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Evaluation report

This report is the sole result of evaluation by the expert committee, the composition of which is specified below.

The assessments contained herein are the expression of an independent and collegial reviewing by the committee.

Unit name:

Early Bacterial Virulence: cellular functions and control of acute and sub-acute infections The EA7290 "Early bacterial virulence: cell functions and control of the acute and sub-acute infections" was created in 2013 and gathered two teams of the past EA4438 and clinicians involved in infectious diseases.

Unit
The unit is located at the Institute of Bacteriology, at the Faculty of Medicine Campus of the University of Strasbourg.

Management team

Mr Gilles PREVOST was the director of the team for the previous mandature and will manage the team for the next contract.

HCERES nomenclature

SVE3

Scientific domains

In the context of fight against bacterial infection, the research unit objectives mainly focus upon Staphylococcus sp. virulence factors, and Lyme illness infective agents dealing with molecular mechanisms and identification of new factors and proteins essential for virulence and immunity. Basic research is completed by applied research on prophylaxis, diagnostic and therapeutics for bacterial infection. The unit is composed of a single team "Virulence bactérienne précoce dans les infections à Staphylocoques", and "Virulence bactérienne des Borrelia et cibles thérapeutiques".

Altogether the work made on both themes led to several original publications, conferences, reviews and book chapters, and three patents. Because of the high incidence of staphylococcal and Borrelia infections, their findings have a broad interest for clinicians, and in particular for dermatologists. The visibility on both themes is high, as underlined by the invitations of principal investigators to meetings or meeting organization committees. The principal investigators are members of editorial boards of scientific journal and participate to local and national committees of scientific and medical organizations. In the past years, the team raised enough money for their research activity and obtained subsidies for PhD students. It should be emphasized that the team made major efforts to translate its basic research results into applications, such as diagnostics or therapeutics. The projects presented by the team on both themes are logically in line with their previous findings.

All permanent researchers of the future contract have hospital and university positions, and thus invest a large part of their time in time-consuming activities (clinical duties, teaching, CNR organization,…). The recruitment of a fulltime scientist would have a major positive impact on the future projects.
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