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Evaluation report

This report is the sole result of evaluation by the expert committee, the composition of which is specified below.

The assessments contained herein are the expression of an independent and collegial reviewing by the committee.

Unit name:

Bacterial Chemistry Laboratory 

 Introduction History and geographical location of the unit

The "Laboratoire de Chimie Bactérienne" LCB was created in 1962 by Mr Jacques SENEZ. The LCB was an "Unité propre du CNRS" (UPR) from 1964 to 2012. In 2012, it became an Aix-Marseille Université and CNRS-funded mixed research unit (UMR). LCB is headed by Mr Frédéric BARRAS since 2004. It is located on the CNRS Joseph Aiguier Campus, in Marseille. Most of the teams moved in 2015 in a newly renovated building on the same campus. LCB is composed of 12 research teams and a microscopy core facility, the "biophotonic platform", which is part of the research federation, Institut de Microbiologie de la Méditerranée (IMM), that groups 5 research units, sharing a set of technology platforms and campus. 

Management team

Scientific domains

Molecular microbiology; Bacterial cell biology; Environmental microbiology; Bacterial metabolism; Signal transduction and differentiation; Macromolecular machines. 2  Assessment of the unit

Unit workforce

Global assessment of the unit

The Laboratoire de Chimie Bactérienne (LCB) is the leading center for fundamental molecular microbiology in France and one of the leading centers of microbiology research worldwide. The research of the LCB in this field is outstanding at the national level and excellent at the international level. The unit has a clear focus on several key areas of molecular microbiology and bacterial cell biology. The LCB maintains strong collaborations among the teams, which have further been strengthened by ongoing establishment of the central infrastructure and by the move into a newly renovated common space. Several LCB teams have an extensive network of international collaborations and have excellent international visibility. The quality of the newly recruited teams at the LCB is excellent/outstanding, which demonstrates its attractiveness. Nevertheless, given excellence of the microbiology research performed at the unit, measures should be taken to further improve the international visibility of the LCB, which should help to recruit more excellent international PhD students and post-doctoral researchers, including those with own funding. Moreover, Marseille microbiology as a whole also clearly deserves higher international stature, and perhaps strategies should be developed to "brand" it in a way that will highlight more effectively to the world its outstanding strength and depth.

  , Imagerie, Biologie Moléculaire, Biochimie, Génomique, Biologie Systémique, Développement, Biologie Structurale. SVE3 Microbiologie, Immunité.